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Some Reminders

o Learning for Life
and Work Exams
from January 7th
2008. Don’t miss
them - details in-
side

o Back to normal
school on Tuesday
January 8th 2008

o St Genevieve’s open
night is on Tues-
day January 15th
2008

We wish you and
your families a
peaceful and joyful

Christmas and every

good wish

in the
New

Year.
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Roisin says a Happy
Christmas to those less
fortunate than ourselves..........

I wish to nominate all
the children of the
developing countries
in the world for a spe-
cial visit from Santa. [
think they deserve such
a wonderful Christmas
because they have been
through so many diffi-
culties.

The children of these
places have to live in
poverty and don’t get
the chance to a proper
life. In fact, they aren’t
even aware what
Christmas is.

When we think of
Christmas we think of
lovely presents, new
clothes and our deli-
cious Christmas dinner
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They never get presents
but when new clothes are
imported from different
countries they think it’s
the best thing ever! |
think everyone or anyone
who reads this should be
very grateful for what we
have our warm shelters
over our heads, our nice
clothes, and being able to
know what Christmas is
and being
able to
have a nice
Christmas
with our
families.

“’A hen
can give a
gift each
day with

—

Christmas

A

all the eggs that she will
lay. Small and fragile
they may be but they can
help fight poverty.”’

I think the best gift a per-
son could give this
Christmas is to give peo-
ple in developing coun-
tries the gift of a proper
life, half decent clothes, a
nice Christmas dinner,
and a decent shelter over
their heads, I could just
imagine the happiness
this would bring to so
many families in the
world.

By Roisin Duggan 12T

You could get together with
friends or classmates to
make a difference to some-
one’s life this Christmas..
See Page 5.
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Georgina’s Mum....

If | could give a special
Yuletide gift to anyone, it
would be my own mum. |
know most people would
choose their own mum but

for me, my mum does
everything.

My Mum has rheumatoid
arthritis in her joints. It's
particularly bad in the
cold, wet weather. Twice a
year my mum has to get
injections right into the
leg, hip or elbow joints.
Also every year she has to
stay in Musgrove Hospital
for 1-3 weeks to be moni-
tored to see if she is get-
ting any worse... because
with arthritis you don’t get
better.

Last summer we had to
get an automatic geared
car as my mum could no

longer grip and move the
gear stick in the morning
and thus could not go
shopping. Even though my
mum has arthritis and has
continuously sore joints,
she still continues to run
the house; she cleans, she
cooks, does washing and
helps with my younger sib-
lings’ homework and
though my sister and | try
to help in the house we
know that we can’t help
enough.

So, if | could give someone
a special gift, it would be
my mum. | would give her
new joints but since | can’t
do that for Christmas, I'm
giving her a day at a spa so
she can relax and | can
clean the house.

Georgina Keenan 12H

Colleen’s folks....

If I could make someone’s
Christmas this year | would
hardly be able to decide if
it would be my mummy’s
or my daddy'’s. | would give
it to my daddy because he
has been through so
much. He had a brain
haemorrhage and a heart
attack and pulled through
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to a perfect

recovery. |

would give it to my mum
as she does everything
for us and doesn’t think
about herself. | would give
them the best Christmas
present ever to show how

much | appreciate them.
By Colleen Dowds 12 C.

Through music we shared
different thoughts of life
and god and music and art.
He helped me through with-
out realising. For this | find
him deserving of a gift.

How can | choose one person
in my life deserving of a gift,
who helped me, loved me
and tolerated me. | could say
my family, although family
could mean anything...my
mother, father, sister,
brother, cousin, aunt uncle,
cousin or friend. So many!
Though one person does
come to mind. My cousin,
Dennis.

He’s eccentric like me,
doesn’t care what people
say. Never lets you down
because that’s just his way.
He believes in what he
knows, not what he is told.

| admire his mind as much
as his soul and all this he
doesn’t realise as he listens
to Billy Corgan sing.

=

learning from the lyrics. We
simply sit and chat. That’s
why he deserves a Christmas
gift...because he’s my cousin

and nothing more!

Naomi wrapped up in her art work

Dehorah’s
Granny

| thought | hated him at one
time, he tortured me so....but
our bond grew as we did.

He intrigued me. As he grew
older, he grew kinder. His
interesting trips to help the
needy, to build them houses
and give them hope.

Sitting with my uncle. All
three of us in the room,

listening to music and Naomi Mc Mahon 12C

to her and I am always made very wel-
come.

Santa should definitely visit my
granny this Christmas as she is the
best granny ever!

yarns. She is so bubbly and very easy
to talk to. I can tell her everything and
she can be trusted not to tell my Mum
about any private stuff! She tries to
help me out first.

By Deborah Mc Auley

Sometimes I do a bit of house work for
her and sometimes she makes me a bit
of dinner. Anyone who knows her,
knows she is a little bit mad, she is al-
ways joking and laughing and full of

Her name is Maureen Mc Mullan and
she lives just around the corner from
my house so I get to see her very of-
ten, every day in fact. Mostly I pop in
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I would like to nominate
my great granda Joseph
for a special Santa visit. |
think he really deserves it.
He is 81 years old this
year. It's been a few years
since my great granny
passed away. |don’t
think he likes to be alone
every year at Christmas
time. He lives on his own
and spends Christmas by
himself.

When my granny was alive
they would spend this holi-
day together. He doesn’t
even like putting the deco-
rations up because it re-

Stephanie admires a blind man’s success....

The gift | would like or
Santa to give to someone
would be the gift of vision.
And that person | would
like to give this to would
be Stevland Judkins, who
most people know as Ste-
vie Wonder, a man who
has dedicated his life to
entertaining millions of
people worldwide but has
never had the simple
pleasure of being able to
see, a pleasure most of us
take for granted.

He learned how to play the
piano, drums and harmon-
ica all by the age of nine.
He was signed up by a
record company at the age
of twelve. Some going for
a blind child! He went on

R Christmas Wish for Great Granda from Nicole...

minds him of all the happy
times he spent with his
daughters, sons and wife.
He gets visits from the
family but | don’t think it's
the same as it used to be.

| am doing this for my
granda to cheer him up
and make this Christmas
much more enjoyable with
all the family. This day
makes him remember the
day he and my granny
Kathleen got married.
They would have spent
every day together and my
granny would have made
them both a nice dinner

to release many albums
and awards.

The man has heard crowds
go wild at the sound of this
voice and scream his
name. but the thing he
would cherish most of all
would be to see the faces
of fans, friends and loved
ones and see the simple
pleasures of life, like a sun-
rise, or a sunset.

These are things we all
take for granted or never
really appreciate. For him
to see the joy and happi-
ness on a fans face, | am
sure this would bring tears
to his eyes. Even if he was
just to see for a brief mo-
ment it would bring him
happiness for many years.

and enjoyed the
Christmas spirit.
If I could give
him one special
gift for Christmas it would
be to bring my granny back
for one day just so they
could celebrate their anni-
versary but if not | would
want him to think of all the
positive and good things
about Christmas so that it
doesn’t make him sad.

He should be enjoying the
rest of his life happy, espe-
cially on Christmas day.

By Nicole Mc Kay

To see fans’ faces when
he starts singing ‘I just
called to say | love you’
and what that song actu-
ally means to someone by
their expression, would be §
overwhelming joy and a
case of self fulfilment.

A man, who has given so
much joy to so many dif-
ferent people, should in
my eyes, be given the
chance to see and enjoy
the simple pleasures we
all take for granted.

So Santa, my gift is to
‘little Stevie Wonder to
give him his vision. And
make his Christmas, and
my Christmas the best
both of us has ever had.

By Stephanie Bradley 12T
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7 1 Sick Child. ...

I would like it if my wee

cousin Conner would get

the special trip from Santa
because earlier this week
Conner was diagnosed with
Epilepsy.
He has had two fits in the
past seven days Conner does-
n’t really understand what is
happing to him because he is
only eight years old.
I would like it if Conner
would get a trip to the Man-
united as he is the biggest
Man-united fan that there
could be.

By Catherine Wright

'Why do reindeer wear fur coats ?
Because they would look silly in plastic macs !

‘Where do you find reindeer ?
It depends on where you leave them !

and a shark ?
Frost bite !

'What do you get if cross a snowman

out with the snowwoman?

'What happened when the snowmanl fell

He gave her the cold shoulder!

\Why does Father Christmas go
down the chimney ?
Because it soots him !

2

&

Christmas ?

'What do you call a man who claps at

[
(;;H 1172 |Wenceslas who ?

i~ .
'Wenceslas train home ?

Knock Knock
'Who's there ?
'Wenceslas

Knock Knock
‘Who's there ?
Donut

Donut who ?

Donut open till Christmas
!
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She works hard

everyday—she never
thinks about herself and

always gives up her

to help other people.
all the mums out there
who were nominated

for their

RN

My mummy Sinead—

Saoirse Mc Greevy

I would like to
nominate a Santa
visit to disabled
schools in Belfast -

| would like to nominate
my daddy for a Santa visit,
A couple of years ago he
was rushed into hospital
with ulcers which burst.
He was rushed to theatre
and underwent a serious
operation. The doctor told
my mummy that they had
got him just on time and
surgeons were able to
remove what was left of
the ulcers.

At that time | felt really
scared and | didn’t want to
believe that he could’ve
died like that. A few weeks
before Christmas in 2003

My mummy Margaret—
Rachel Mc Manus

Gemma Gilmartin 12T
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Shauna values a friendship.....

| would like to nominate one
of my very close friends to
get a special Santa visit. My
friend has been through a lot
in her life even though she is
only 15 years old. She is a
strong girl but she does have
a large part of her life miss-
ing as her dad isn’t here
because he dies when she
was very young. Although
she has a great family and a
lot of friends who love and
care for her, she still wishes
he was here with her.

time
For

She talks to me about him
and sometimes gets upset
because of the fact that she
misses him in her family. |
feel sad that she often just
focuses on the illness, the
cancer that killed him which
affects so many families in
different ways. | wish she
could remember and tell me

My mummy is called Carol
and she really deserves a
Santa present this year.

I would like to send my
mummy on a weekend
away to Liverpool where
she and her friends could

about all the good memories
she has of him as it might

help her to move on. |

know that it is hard when
someone close to you dies
but think that a good way to
make them a part of your life
is to visit their grave

but it does hurt a lot

of people to do this

as it has my friend.

She hasn’t visited his

grave as it hurts her

so much but I think

she needs to say

goodbye to him. | feel it is sad
as she was only 7 years old
when he dies but she still
misses him .

| would love for Christmas
that she could think positively
about her dad’s life and
about all the happy memories
that they shared and for her

Now My mum is being a Granny....

have no worries about any-
thing. As she is always worry-
ing about something!

Another reason I'd send my
mummy away is because my
sister has just had a baby
and my mummy gets up dur-

to think positively about her-
self. | know that if she had
one special Christmas gift, it
would be to bring her dad
back for the day to spend
Christmas day with her. |
would love that for her as it
would make her so happy.

But as that is not
realistically possible,
| want her to have
the next best thing
which is to be truly
happy knowing that
he is in a safe place
watching over her and that
she is making him the proud-
est dad in the world. This
would be the best gift she
could get and it would be
much better than any mate-
rial gift.

By Shauna Trainor 12 T

and then she gets up for
work.

When my mummy goes to
Liverpool she could meet up
with my big brother Brian as
he has lived there the last 4
years at university. She has-
n’'t seen him from the start

.

enjoy them selves and

ing the night with the baby

of the year.

we were told that my daddy
was able to come home, but
when he went for his final
check up more ulcers had de-
veloped, so a few hours later -
when my daddy was supposed
to be home helping to get the
house ready for Christmas he
was on the operating table

instead.

The doctor told my mummy
that she might have to get
ready for the worst. ....It was
an awful few hours but finally
they told us that he was stable
and would live. When | heard
those words | had never been

By

so happy before in my life. |
felt so lucky that he was

given another chance.

On Christmas day we went
to the hospital with our pre-
sents so that we could open
them with my daddy. He
was really weak and had lots
of tubes coming out of him. |
felt a bit scared at first, be-
cause he didn’t look like he
used to. He also had some-
thing in his throat which
made him sound drunk
when he talked.

Whenever he was released

Nicole Smyth 12T

from hospital | was happy but
scared he might have to go
back in again. He was in the
hospital for three months,
but since then he has been
really weak and he isn’t able
to do the things that he used
to do. It was like he was a
completely different man.

So | would like to ask Santa
to give my daddy the strength
to be able to do things again
especially like when he used
to take me The biggest gift
would be to bring him to see
Elvis’ mansion in Tennessee
because he is such a huge
fan.
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If I could make somebody’s
Christmas be really special
this year | would make a wish
for my cousin Teresa who is
28 years old and has a physi-
cal disability.

Everyday Teresa has the same
routine. She goes to Orchard-
ville Day Care Centre.
In the centre Teresa
learns how to cook,
does different activi-
ties, dancing and one
day every week she
goes to college. All of
these activities are
really good for her and

Although Teresa enjoys going
to the day care centre | would
really love for her to be able
to walk and able to look after
herself and to have the ex-
periences I've had in life and
will have to come in years to

come.

When
I’'m with Teresa |
feel grateful for
the life | have
been given and
the talents, but
knowing that
Teresa isn’t going
to be able to do

her like anybody else.
Teresa can't really talk and
people find it hard to under-
stand her but | can under-
stand her because I'm al-
ways with her.

When I'm with her I try my
best to help by changing her
top, bringing her to the toi-
let and helping her when
she’s eating but what sad-
dens me is that every
Christmas morning we can
all get up and open our
presents and enjoy them
while she can’t. So for this
year | hope that my wish
can come true and make it
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I would like to nominate Kerrie my
brother’s fiancée to get a visit
from Santa—she lost her mummy
last year just one month before
Christmas—I’d like her to have her

mummy back for Christmas day.

This would make her Christmas
special because then she would
get to spend Christmas with her
whole family together, she would
get to tell her mummy all the
things that have happened whilst
she was gone, such as how she

she enjoys it because

she get to mix with people at
the same level as her and it
gives her mother a break.

(

them really
breaks my heart. When I'm

with Teresa | try my best to ever.

Teresa’s best Christmas

treat her the same and talk to Francesca Cunningham12R

A

LA

Especially for you

You're the one that no other can replace,
The one who loves me,
Who puts a smile back on my face.

By Susan Hanna 12C

You picked me up when I fell

You wiped my tears away

You cared for me when I was just a child
You brought me to the park to play.

You taught me how to cycle my bike
You taught me right from wrong
You read to me before I slept

You sang to me that birthday song

I say I hate you

Yet, you know that it's not true
I know the pain it causes

So then it hurts me too

You're always by my side
You never let me down
I'll put you on a pedestal
I'll let you wear a crown

Now I'll help you

I'll never let you down

If anything ever happened
I'd always wear a frown

You're the one who deserves this gift

It can't be wrapped and it can't be bought
This is my gift just for you

A Christmas qift filled with thought

So to you I give this gift

With special meaning to me

The gift to you my mother

The one who makes me see

My life is perfect

It does not need to change

With you in my world

There is nothing that I need to rearrange

\\\ff\gy

got engaged and moved house .
By Jade Higgins 12T

R Special Baby’s first
Christmas...

The person | want Santa to visit is my niece
Leah. This will be Leah’s first Christmas and |
would like Santa to bring her something Spe-
cial.

When Leah was born she was four weeks
premature and she was in intensive care in
hospital for six weeks. My sister had asked
me to be Leah’s godmother and | was really
upset because | wasn’t able to see her until
she got out of hospital.

A few weeks later my sister phoned me and
told me that they were letting Leah come
home | was so excited | couldn’t wait to see
her for the first time.

| couldn’t believe how small she was, she
looked like a doll, my sister asked me did |
want to hold her | didn’t want to because she
was so tiny.

During the summer my sister noticed that
Leah wasn’t breathing properly. The doctors
said that she had asthma. Leah was ok for a
while until my sister noticed again that she
wasn’t breathing properly and that she had a
high temperature She took Leah to the hos-
pital and they kept her in . They gave her
oxygen and she got better so they gave my
sister medicine and they let her go home.
Leah is a very bubbly baby she is always
laughing. | have chosen Leah because this
year she has been through so much and |
think she deserves something special. She
is such a nice pleasant child and | abso-
lutely adore her.

| would like Santa this year to make sure
that Leah doesn’t get sick again and that
she grows up healthy.

By Bronagh Meighan
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Year 12 ICT Students visited Queen’s

On Friday the 16" of November
our year 12 ICT class, accom-
panied by Mrs. Austin (the
head of ICT in our school),
went to the Whitla Hall in
Queen’s University. The pur-
pose of this trip was to learn
and get an insight into the dif-
ferent careers which involve
ICT.

tatives from different ICT
based businesses that
spoke to us about the
aims and successes of
their businesses. It was
interesting to find out
about how they do their
jobs, although the
speeches were rather
long and got very boring
towards the end.

they are learning in their
courses, and what other
courses are available.

Breakfast

At the beginning of the
seminar, the organisers of
the event provided every
one with breakfast. After
we all had something to
eat, there were represen-

When we first got there the hall
was filled with different tables,
with a different school at each
one. Two students that study
ICT at Queen’s were at our
table, telling us about what

computerised woman

Next, there was a table
quiz which was hosted by
a computerised woman
on a screen. This was fun
because each school was
competing to see who
knew the most. It was
also a test to see who
had been listening to the
previous information
provided by the represen-
tatives.

We were then given
pages and markers to
make a poster. Each of us
took turns adding and
drawing information on

See Miss P
Jago or Mrs
Lyttle if
interested

o
For £10.00—
The gift of
chicks will
provide a
family in East
Africa with
food and
income

"ol
[ §

Pack f
For £17.00—
The gift of a
school pack will
teach Burmese
refugees how to
read and write.

A CLASS—
£1.00 EACH?

Chicks

o ot
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to the poster. The posters
had to contain informa-
tion that would persuade
someone to consider a
career in ICT. Personally,
ours was the best, al-
though when it came to
the presentation of the
posters, another school
had copied us! We had
our lunch after, and again
the organisers of the
seminar, provided us with
a finger buffet.

Goody bag
At the end of the seminar,
each pupil and teacher
received a “Goody bag’, it
had small things like
pens, note-pads and even
a CD ROM!

Overall, the trip was good
craic, every one enjoyed
themselves and gained a
new insight into the world
of ICT and computer sci-
ence.

By Carleen Hughes & Jo-
Anne Fenton

5 FRIENDS—
£2 EACH?

"'n.':..}-u

e
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Mother & Bahy

Care

For £40.00—The gift of
mother & baby care will
provide medical equip-
ment, training and safer
child births for people in
Somalia.

A CLASS—£2.00 EACH?
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A cousin who deserves the best...

If | could make some-
body’s Christmas be
really special this year |
would make a wish for
my cousin Teresa who is
28 years old and has a
physical disability.
Everyday Teresa has the
same routine. She goes
to Orchardville Day Care
Centre.

In the centre Teresa
learns how to cook, does
different activities, and
one day every week she
goes to college. All of
these activities are really
good for her and she
enjoys it because she
gets to mix with people
at the same level as her

and it gives her mother
a break.

Although Teresa enjoys
going to the day care
centre | would really love
for her to be able to
walk and to look after
herself and to have the
experiences I've had in
life and will have to
come in years to come.

When I'm with Teresa |
feel grateful for the life |
have been given and the
talents, but knowing that
Teresa isn’t going to be
able to enjoy them really
breaks my heart.

When I'm with Teresa |
try my best to treat her

the same and talk to her
like anybody else. Teresa
can’t really talk and peo-
ple find it hard to under-
stand her but | can un-
derstand her because
I’'m always with her.

| try my best to help by
changing her top, bring-
ing her to the toilet and
helping her when she’s
eating but what saddens
me is that every Christ-
mas morning we can all
get up and open our pre-
sents and enjoy them
while she can’t. So for
this year | hope that my
wish can come true and
make it Teresa’s best
Christmas ever.

Francesca Cunningham12R

And a Friendly Christmas wish from Tara......

If I had one wish this
Christmas for someone
it would be for my friend.
She is only fifteen and
has had three major
operations on her heart.

Last year at her dance
class she collapsed and
became unconscious.
She was rushed to hos-
found out that she had a
mini-heart attack - she

was lucky she was still
breathing. Just a few
months ago she got an
ICD box implanted into
her heart. The ICD box
controls her heart and
slows her heart down if
her heart beats at the

wrong pace.

In October she went to
the hospital to get a
check-up on her box

and they told her that the
wires were faulty. Al-
though she makes Christ-
mas special | would love
to see her pull through
her next operation as she
deserves to enjoy this
Christmas as she didn’t
enjoy last Christmas with
her friends and family.
She deserves the gift of
recovery.

By Tara Kavanagh 12R

Aine Thanks Roisin for the welcome.

A Lot of love for Angela’s Dad

My dad suffers from an iliness called
Multiple Sclerosis (MS) which affects
his ability to walk, his balance and
coordination and his overall strength.
He becomes fatigued very easily and
needs help with even the simplest of
tasks.

Yet despite all the hardships that my
dad suffers, he never lets it get him
down, he always has a smile on his
face and he is a great role model to
everyone around him. He lives life to
the fullest and we cherish every
moment we spend with him.
There isn't anything | would want or
wish for more than for my dad to
recover from his iliness.

ENJOY Christmas but set
some time aside to prepare
for your Learning for Life

and Work Exam—It is part of
the real GCSE!!

Citizenship
Monday 7th January 2008 at
1.15pm

PSHE
Tuesday 8th January 2008 at
9.15am

Employability
Tuesday 8th January 2008 at
1.15pm

Trocaire

Gifts.

You will probably buy gifts for your
family and friends this year and
how much will you spend on your-
self and your own clothes and
treats and entertainment?

If you and a few friends or your
whole class got together you could
make a real difference to lives that
really need it. Think, for the sake
of 2 or 3 pounds each...... you
know you wouldn’t miss it. It won’t
mean you doing without much and
it will mean more than we can
imagine to someone

| wish to nominate a
gifted girl out of my
class in St. Genevieve's
High School and her
name is Roisin Dugan |
think she has so many
qualities and | think she
will go far in life.

When | moved into
Roisin’s class she made
me feel welcome. |
think the class got a
first wrong impression

of me but Roisin turned
all that around, and
now | have many good
friends in this class all

thanks to Roisin.

Roisin is a wonderful
bubbly person and al-
ways has a smile on her
face no matter what.
Whenever anybody is
feeling down Roisin
always asks if they are
alright and she is there

if they need a wee chat
or a helping hand.

| think Roisin deserves
a special visit from
Santa this year because
she has just been so
strong for everyone
throughout this new
hard stressful year of
4t and 5t year, and |
think she would appre-
ciate it very much.

By Aine Magee






